
Singer gains international attention
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February 15, 2012

While young idols such as Justin Bieber are making careers in pop music, a local up-and-coming singer looks
beyond the grave for inspiration.

Kaylah Paquette, 13, who idolizes Luciano Pavarotti, is training to become a soprano and has sophisticated
musical tastes, ranging from opera to jazz.

Despite her age, the Lester B. Pearson Public School student is on her way to realizing her dream of turning her
childhood passion for singing into a career.

The diminutive singer has wowed crowds at New York City’s venerable Carnegie Hall and is planning a summer
trip to Germany, Austria and Italy to perform in front of hundreds of people as part of a talent contest.

“My mom was always into opera music,” Kaylah said of how she came to love the art.

She hit a high F, which is a very difficult note to reach, when she was five.

From that point on, she began working on her voice and becoming more entrenched in the dramatic art.

After falling in love with opera, she slowly tuned out her love of country music and her former idol, Shania
Twain, becoming entranced by opera, jazz and Broadway performers such as Kristin Chenoweth.

Kaylah sings in nine languages: English, Portuguese, Italian, German, French, Spanish, Ukrainian, Russian and
Latin.

She trains about 10 hours each week with a coach in Toronto and has trained with Metropolitan Opera singer
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Young singer. Opera singer Kaylah Paquette, 13, also plays guitar. STAFF
PHOTO/SUSIE KOCKERSCHEIDT

Aprile Millo, who has performed on stage
alongside Kaylah’s hero, Pavarotti.

“Sometimes it’s hard to keep up with
everything because I am so busy,” she said. “I
try to fit school in and I have had to stay up
until 2 a.m. before to try to get a project done.
But I love it so much, I am willing to sacrifice. I
am able to truly express my feelings in my
music.”

Other highlights in Kaylah’s young career
include performing O Canada at the opening of
the Richmond Hill Centre for the Performing
Arts and singing at the ideacity conference,
where she was able to meet some of her
heroes, including Moses Znaimer.

Although these events still impress Kaylah, she
doesn’t focus on venues or big names.

“What I really want to do is tour Europe and
sing for people — the homeless, in old age
homes and schools — those kinds of places,”
she said. “I would love to go to Africa and sing
for the children there.”

Kaylah’s hobbies include designing some of her
gowns and writing short stories.

Her dream is to sing at The Metropolitan Opera
in New York City.

In September, Kaylah will start attending
Alexander MacKenzie High School’s specialized
arts program in Richmond Hill.
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